BASIC APOLOGETICS  |  WEEK 2

Does Truth Exist?
	BIG IDEA
Truth describes reality. Our beliefs may change, but reality does not change merely because our opinions do.



	KEY TRUTHS
1. Truth corresponds to reality. A statement is true when it accurately describes what is real.
2. Belief does not create truth. Sincerity matters, but sincere people can still be mistaken.
3. Truth is exclusive. Direct contradictions cannot both be true in the same sense at the same time.
4. Limited knowledge is real knowledge. We do not have to know everything before we can know something.
5. Reason needs evidence. A good argument requires valid logic and premises that match reality.
6. Religious claims can be examined. Claims about God and history should be evaluated fairly, carefully, and humbly.
	FOLLOW ALONG
Law of noncontradiction: Opposite claims cannot both be true in the same sense at the same time.
Law of excluded middle: A proposition is true or false: either God exists or He does not.
Deduction: Begins with premises and draws a conclusion that follows from them.
Induction: Begins with observations and reasons toward a probable general conclusion.
The Roadrunner Test: Apply a skeptical claim to itself. “There is no truth” claims to be true and defeats itself.




Truth is agreement with:   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


A valid argument needs logic plus:   ________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One self-defeating statement:   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	CHRISTIANITY'S CENTRAL TESTABLE CLAIM
Christianity places a historical event at the center of its message: Jesus died and appeared alive. Paul says that if Christ was not raised, Christian faith is futile. The question is not merely whether the claim is comforting, but what best explains the evidence.
	READ & REMEMBER
1 Corinthians 15:3-19
Colossians 2:6-8
1 Peter 3:15
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